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Updates for 2017
This summer I’ve been driving all over the
state on the weekends and this has shown
me that many of Connecticut’s trees are
suffering. The ash trees in New Haven
and eastern Fairfield Counties are being
decimated by emerald ash borer. There
must be hundreds of thousands of dead ash
trees in Connecticut. I’ve noticed a curious
side benefit for other creatures, too,
namely the woodpecker population. Woodpeckers just love the EAB larvae and there
are large numbers in heavy affected areas.
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In Middlesex and New London counties I’ve
seen thousands of dead oaks, beeches and
maples. This
is due to repeated defoliation by
gypsy moth
caterpillars,
two or three
years in a
row! The look
of our woodlands is
changing and
there's not
much to be
done about it.

Seasonal Tip
After Labor Day, my
thoughts for the garden
usually find me reflecting on what I might
change. I take a critical
view and ask “should a
tree be removed”, or
“should some canopies
be trimmed for more
light”? It’s all about
making improvements
for next year.
If you find that tree work
such as this makes sense,
please be sure to let us
know so we can plan for
it. Also, too, make sure
to critically review the
state of your older trees.
Do any large dead limbs
need to be pruned out?
Are these trees safe?
Please give us a call for
an inspection. Organizing and scheduling for
fall or winter now is the

way to go!
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Species Spotlight
I have a tree in my yard that continues to impress. I’ve
featured it in this column before but it warrants mention
again. The tree is franklinia alatamaha, common name
Franklin tree. Earlier believed to be extinct in the wild,
the last plants were found in the state of Georgia and all
trees now are descendants of these. I planted mine about
10 years ago because I enjoy the beautiful flowers in late
August and September and it also has a fantastic red fall
color. What has also impressed me is it’s toughness. It
has withstood tough winters, dry summers, abuse by big
dogs breaking branches, etc. So, from my perspective, give

Did YOU know?
It’s very common for someone to ask us “what killed
this tree?” Often the real answer is a combination of
factors. Sure, sometimes there is one condition which
causes a tree’s demise, but often it’s a combination of
things. For instance, in many parts of Connecticut
there are tons of dead oaks after two years of defoliation from gypsy moth caterpillars. I’ll bet you that a
contributing factor was two years of drought which
weakened these trees. The caterpillars were simply the
“coup de grace”.

