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We’ve used this forum in the past few years to
make you aware of the impending trouble that will
affect our native ash and maple
trees. The first insect to be arriving will be the emerald ash borer
(EAB) that affects our native ash.
It’s very likely to be found in Connecticut in 2011.
From the information available it seems to now
make sense to treat any specimen ash to prevent
infestation. Typically, ash trees aren’t often considered a specimen tree, so for most of us, the
problem is not too significant. However, I do
have several feature ash trees at my house, so
treatment of them will happen this spring. If you
have any important ash trees on your property,
please make sure we know so that preventive work
can be done for yours.
The next insect is Asian longhorned beetle. We
don’t feel that it is yet time to start preventive
treatments for this insect, but that time is likely
not too far away. It has a wider range of host
trees, including sugar maple, so the potential is
there for a significant problem. We will monitor information from the USDA and
the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station and keep
you advised.

Seasonal Tip

Permit us to get off
the tree care theme
here for a moment so
that we can discuss
ticks. These pesky
creatures are on our
mind this time of year
since we all have to
deal with them as the
winter ends. You’d
think that winter
might kill them off but
no such luck. Get out
into some brush or in
the gardens and they’ll
be all over you.
In a typical residential setting it’s pretty
easy to keep them
from being a problem.
Our usual approach is
to treat a property
with some very safe
materials that do
achieve good results.
Three treatments each
year starting in the
spring do the job.
If ticks are an issue
for you, be sure to let
us know about it.
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Specie Spotlight
One year ago in this newsletter we sang the praises of witchhazel
shrubs. I planted the variety known as Hammemelis mollis ‘Wisley
Supreme’ in my garden a few years ago after seeing it around and
admiring it. This variety has early yellow flowers and to the left is a
picture of mine in the second week of March this year. After a tough
winter it’s a welcome piece of interest in the garden when not much else is showing signs of
spring.
I expect some good fall color from it, though last year it was fairly ordinary. Hopefully with maturity will come some good fall color.
There are many good varieties of witchhazel; some have red flowers, some flower in the fall
and some flower in the spring. In addition to their specific delights these shrubs are pretty much
maintenance free. With so much going for it you should give one a try in your garden.

Did

YOU

Know?

Most winters can be hard on some plants, of course. But also realize
that it seems to vary each year just how each species is affected. By
that I mean that one year will be tough on boxwoods, another year
might be difficult for Japanese holly, yet another hard on rhododen-

dron. This year it already looks to be a tough one for hemlocks. Usually the basic,
native species of a tree has no problem. Yet, the Canada
hemlock shows quite a bit of browning, such as in the picture here. I suspect the brown branches will grow new
needles, and hopefully no serious harm will result.

